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Also during the Khalifate of Abubekr, the faithful witness, of
Omar, the Separator, and of Othman, the lord of the two lights,
error misled many to such a degree that they denied their
authority, until these legitimate directors asserted their claims
to that dignity.'5*

To an impartial observer, this canonization, as it may be
called, of Ali is peculiarly absurd. We may allow him to
have been like the preceding khalifs, a sincere believer in the
mission of his father-in-law, and an honest supporter of the divine
Unity. But he laid no claim, any more than them, to inspi-
ration ; nor have even the most enthusiastic of his supporters,
though they say that Gabriel, by mistake, communicated the
Koran to Mohammed instead of to him, assigned to him any
revelation. His partisans declare that he was formally inaugu-
rated khalif by the prophet, but this is contradicted by history;
and even allowing his right to the khalifat, which is very ques-
tionable, they should remember that he actually enjoyed it,
and that, when sovereign, he shewed himself in no respect
superior to "his predecessors. Indeed his services were infe-
rior ; for the first two vastly extended the empire of Islam, and
the third brought the pretended revelation into a permanent
and readable form. The contention as to All's right is the more
ridiculous, since the khalifat has been for centuries extinct, and
whatever prerogative the Turkish Sultan may claim is derived
from the Fatimite khalif of Egypt, his reputed descendant.
His long-postponed reign was inglorious and unfortunate, illus-
trating Tacitus' proverbial censure of Galba, that he would have
been deemed an excellent emperor if he had never reigned.
The lingering death of his son Hosein, who suffered in the
spirit of a martyr, is a tale, the annual commemoration of
which, by the Sheyahs, keeps up an enthusiastic interest in the
family, and, however often repeated, excites the sympathy even
of the Christian reader. His pious resignation and charity
reflect a glory upon his father, and also shed one upon his
heirs, who led lives of innocent and austere devotion, embit-
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